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The  pages  of  these  Annual  Reports  are 
printed  continuously,  so  that  those  who  wdsh  to 
preserve  a  Complete  History  of  the  Church  of  the 
Covenant,  may  have  them  bound  together  in  book 
form. 


VESTEY. 


The  following  named  gentlemen  compose 
the  Yestry  of  the  Church  of  the  Covenant, 
elected  on  Easter  Monday,  April  18,  1870. 

John  P.  Ehoads, 

Rectors  Warden. 

James  A.  Kirkpatrick, 

Accounting  Warden. 

Alexander  Kirkpatrick, 

Secretary. 

Robert  Reed, 

Treasurer  of  Benevolent  Fund. 

Paul  Gt.  Oliver,  , 

.John  Tanguy, 

Charles  G.  Sower, 

(lEORGE  Boyd, 

Dr.  William  Goodell, 

James  C.  Allen, 

Howard  W.  Shipley, 

WillixVM  Scott. 
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candidates  from  St.  Clementes  Church,  and  two 
candidates  from  St.  Andrew^s  Church,  making 
in  all  twenty. 

During  the  year  two  of  our  communicants 
have  died,  four  have  removed,  making  a  loss 
of  %ix.  Eighteen  have  been  received,  eight 
from  other  churches,  and  ten  on  profession  of 
their  faith  in  Christ. 

The  list  printed  in  the  last  report  contained 
several  errors.  It  had  been  revised  as  perfectly 
as  my  acquaintance  with  the  congregation  at 
that  time  permitted.  I  have  since  discovered 
that  some  names  were  omitted,  and  several  in¬ 
serted  which  should  have  been  erased.  I  will 
esteem  it  a  great  favor  if  all  the  communicants 
of  the  Church  will  be  kind  enough  to  send 
me  their  names,  in  order  that  I  may  have  a 
thoroughly  revised  list  for  publication  in  the 
next  report. 


REPOET  OF  THE  SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
ASSOCIATION. 


The  Sunday-School  Association  now  numbers 
65  honorary  and  contributing  and  37  active  mem¬ 
bers  As  the  yearly  dues  have  been  reduced  to 
one  dollar,  it  is  hoped  that  every  member  of  the 
Congregation  will  be  enrolled  on  its  list. 

The  Sunday-school  numbers  364  members,  as 
follows : 

1  Superintendent, 

2  Librarians, 

6  Male  Teachers, 

27  Female  Teachers, 

69  Boys  in  Intermediate  School,  • 

125  Girls  “  “ 

10  In  Male  Bible-class, 

33  In  Female  Bible-class, 

43  Boys  in  Infant  School, 

48  Girls  “ 

Making  a  total  of  36  officers  and  teachers  and  328 
scholars,  divided  into  11  male  classes,  17  female, 
1  male  and  2  female  Bible-classes,  and  the  Infant 
school.  Hereafter  the  classes  in  tlie  Suiidav- 

c 

school  will  be  graded  or  classified  according  to  the 
knoAvledge  attained  bv  tlie  scholars. 
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The  Anniversary  was  held  January  IGth  last. 
On  that  occasion,  each  class  sent  up  with  its  miS'- 
sionary  offering,  a  letter  made  of  leaves,  which 
was  put  upon  an  arch,  and  formed  the  words  of 
the  text,  “  Trust  in  the  Lord  with  all  thine  heart.*’ 
Prov.  iii.  5.  Books  were  presented  to  the  scholars 
of  the  Infant  and  Intermediate  schools,  and  the 
exercises  passed  off  pleasantly  and  we  hope  profit¬ 
ably  to  all. 

Scholars  of  all  ages  will  be  gladly  welcomed  to 
the  Sunday-school,  as  well  as  those  who  will  en¬ 
gage  in  this  work  and  labor  of  love,  as  teachers. 
Reader, 

“  Oil  let  thy  life  bo  given, 

Thy  years,  for  Christ  be  spent.” 


Annual  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Sunday-School 
Association  of  the  Church  of  tlie  Covenant, 


Reckipts. 


To  cash 


ii.  li 


li  li 


a  u 


a  u 


received  of  Sec’y  as  dues  of 
members,  .  .  .  . 

proceeds  of  Stereopticon  Exhi¬ 
bitions  .  .  .  . 

from  the  Sunday-schools,  for 
the  C.  A.  C.  M.  S., 
Anniversary  Offerings  of  the 
Sunday-schools, 
to  assist  in  defraying  the  Anni¬ 
versary  Expenses, 


$09  00 
129  T6 
19  50 
545  02 

b4  00 


93 


To  cash  received  of  the  Librarian,  .  $7  50 

“  “  A  contribution  of  a  S.  S.  scholar 

for  Little  Wanderer’s  Home,  50 

“  Contributedfor  the  Zenana  Mis¬ 
sions,  .  .  .  .  .  25  00 

Interest  on  deposit  in  the  Phil- 

ad’a  Saving  Fund  Society,  G  60 

“  ‘‘  Collection  from  the  Church  for 

Sunday-Schools,  .  .  61  45 

“  Collection  from  the  Church  for 

Library,  .  .  .  .  63  27 

Collection  for  Melodeon  for  In¬ 
fant  School,  .  .  .  50  00 


$1,091  60 


To  balance  in  hands  of  Treasurer,  .  $94  42 


Payments. 

By  cash  paid  in  defraying  the  expenses  of 
the  Stereopticon  Exhibitions, 
“  ‘‘  to  the  Librarian,  being  the 

balance  of  the  appropriation 
made  in  February,  1869, 

“  “  to  the  C.  A.  C.  M.  S.  for  39  cer¬ 

tificates  .... 
“  Donated  to  the  Clay  Mission, 

Philadelphia, 

‘‘  Donated  to  the  Indian’s  Hope, 

Nebraska,  .  .  . 


$62  66 


19  72 
19  50 

30  00 

50  00 


[H 


V 


li 


Ci 


k  i 


u 


a 


cash  Donated  to  the  Mission  House  of 

the  P.  E.  Church,  .  .  $50  00 

Donated  to  the  Home  for  the 

Children  of  Missionaries,  .  20  00 

Donated  to  Lincoln  Institute,  .  28  00 

Donated  to  the  Missionary  for 

the  southern  part  of  Philad’a,  25  00 
‘‘  Donated  to  the  Am.  S.  S.  Union,  150  00 
*"  Donated  to  the  Zenana  Mission, 

Calcutta,  India,  .  .  .  50  00 

Donated  to  the  Evangelical 
Education  Society  of  the  P. 

E.  (■hurch,  ,  .  .  .100  00 

*•  Donated  to  the  Little  Wander¬ 
er's  Home,  ....  52  52 

“  Donated  to  Rev.  Mr.  Fugett,  .  15  00 

“  Paid  the  Am.  S.  8.  U.  for  books 

and  sundries,  .  .  .  244  78 

“  Paid  Messrs.  Rroadbent  k  Pliil-  ■ 

lips  for  Photographs  of  the 

Church,  .  .  .  .  30  00  j 

‘‘  Paid  for  Melodeon  for  Inhint  | 

Hchool,  ....  50  00  j 

- i 

Total  payments,  .  .  $997  18 

Ralauce  in  tlie  'freasureCs  hands,  .  94  42 


^$1,091  00 


Albert  C.  Abrams,  Trcmurcr. 
IUiii.ad’a,  April  1,  1870. 


ANUUAL  EEPOET  OP  THE  D0E0A3 

SOOIETT. 


OFFICERS. 

President^  Mrs.  L.  J.  C.  Murray. 

Vice  President^  Mrs.  13.  Boyd^ 

Treasurer^  Miss  A.  C.  Bisbino.  ** 

Secretary,  Miss  G.  A.  Clarkson. 

The  Dorcas  Society  held  its  sixth  annual  meet¬ 
ing  on  November  10th,  1869,  'when  the  otliccrs 
above  named  were  elected. 

During  the  season  we  have  held  ten  meetings 
with  an  average  attendance  of  five  members. 

Donations  have  been  received  consisting  of  36 
garments,  26  hats,  and  4  yards  of  flannel. 

A  committee  for  visiting  was  appointed,  and 
those  who  were  thought  worthy  received  clothing. 
There  have  been  distributed  68  garments,  41|  yds. 
of  calico,  18J  yds.  muslin,  5  yds.  Canton  flannel,  1 
suit  of  boy’s  clothes,  6  hats,  besides  several  pairs 
of  shoes. 

Gertrude  A.  Clarkson, 

Secretary. 
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Miss  A.  C.  Bisbing,  Treasurer^  in  account  with  the 
Dorcas  Society  of  the  Church  of  the  Covenant, 

April  Istj  1869.  Dr. 

To  balance  in  Treasury  as  per  last  report,  $27  83 
cash  received  from  subscriptions  and 

donations,  .  .  .  .  .  18  00 

“  “  received  for  flannel,  ...  25 

$46  08 


Cii. 

By  cash  paid  Strawbridge  &  Clothier  for 

material  per  bill,  .  .  $1  50 

“  ‘‘  Price  &  Wood  for  material, 

per  bill,  .  .  .  .  12  13 

‘‘  M.  L.  Bisbing  for  shoes,  .  21  90 

‘‘  W.  S.  Ringgold  for  material 

for  suit,  ,  .  .  .  2  03 

‘‘  ‘‘  Sundry  small  accounts,  .  .  2  22 

‘‘  balance  in  Treasurer’s  hands,  .  .  6  30 

$46  08 

To  balance  in  Treasury  .  .  .  .  $6  30 


EEPOET  OF  THE  SEWING  SCHOOL. 


OFFICERS. 

Miss  Gertrude  A.  Clarkson,  Superintendent. 

Miss  Louisa  L.  Birch,  Treasurer. 

Miss  Mary  A.  Simon,  Secretary. 

On  the  sixth  of  November,  1869,  our  school  was 
re-opened  with  nine  teachers  and  forty-three 
scholars,  and  continued  to  meet  every  Saturday 
afternoon  until  April  30th,  1870;  closing  with 
twelve  teachers  and  one  hundred  scholars. 

During  the  session  fifty-six  garments  were  made 
by  the  scholars,  and  given  to  such  as  merited  them 
by  industry  and  good  conduct. 

Several  prizes  were  given  at  the  close  of  the 
school  to  the  scholars  who  excelled  in  sewing  and 
punctuality. 

The  receipts  of  the  school  this  year  have  been 
$64  67,  expenditures  $47  11,  leaving  a  balance  of 
$17  56  in  the  Treasury. 

We  take  this  opportunity  of  returning  our  thanks 
to  tho  members  of  the  congregation  who  responded 
so  liberally  in  aid  of  the  festival  that  was  given  to 
the  scholars  at  the  close  of  the  school. 

Mary  A.  Simon, 

Secretary. 


BENEVOLENT  EUND. 


Receipts. 

Balance  from  last  report,  .  $182  32 
Collections  and  contributions,  887  92  $1,070  24 


Payments. 


For  Parish  purposes,  .  .  $231  64 

“  Foreign  missions,  .  .  53  44 

“  Society  for  promotion  of 
Christianity  among  the 
Jews,  .  .  .  .  17  80 

“  Dorcas  Society,  .  .  20  50 

“  American  Church  Mission¬ 
ary  Society,  .  .  81  43 

“  Family  of  deceased  cler¬ 
gyman,  .  .  .  125  00 

“  Evangelical  Education  So¬ 
ciety,  .  .  .  .  66  00 

“  Episcopal  Hospital,  .  150  00 

Disabled  Clergyman,  .  150  80 

“  vSunday-School  Associa¬ 
tion,  .  .  .  .  61  45 

Balance  in  hand,  ..... 


958  06  1 

i 

$112  18 


Roceiit  Heed, 

Treasurer. 
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To  the  above  ($887  92)  may  be  added  the 


Contributions  of  the  Sunday-school, 

$1,091 

60 

The  Communion  Collections, 

350 

96 

Other  Charities,  .  .  .  .  . 

77 

25 

Making  the  total  contributions  for  benev- 

olent  purposes  during  the  year,  . 

$2,407 

73 

C.  E.  M. 

EEPOET  OF  AOOOUETIIIG  WAEDEN. 

For  the  year  ending  March  1,  18*70. 


Receipts. 

Cash  from  Pew  Rents,  .  .  $4,580  G5 

Less  discount  allowed 

tor  prompt  payment,  97  40 

- $4,483  25 

Cash  from  the  Mite  Association,  .  .  352  90 

‘‘  proceeds  of  the  Strawberry 

Festival,  ....  478  84 

Collections  for  Parish  pur¬ 
poses,  ....  182  32 

“  two  Collections  for  Conven¬ 
tion  Fund,  .  ,  .  49  32 

Total  receipts,  ....  $5,546  63 

Payments. 

Salary  of  Rector,  .....  $2,500  00 
Pulpit  supplies  in  the  Rector’s  absence,  60  00 
Ground  Rent,  $850  ;  premium  on  silver, 

$179  40, .  1,029  40 

Music — Organist,  $250  ;  Choir,  $537  50 ; 

Care  of  Organ,  $50  ;  Blower,  $50, 


887  50 
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Salary  of  Sexton, . 

$600 

00 

Fuel,  Coal  and  Wood,  .  .  .  . 

244 

00 

Gas, . 

133 

28 

Interest  on  Bonds,  .... 

90 

00 

Convention  Fund, 

7  •  •  •  * 

70 

00 

Insurance  on  Building  and  Furniture, 

$43  ;  on  Organ,  $30, 

73 

00 

Repairs  to  Church  Building,  Windows, 

Cellar  Door,  &c.,  .... 

40 

02 

Repairs  to  Gas  Fixtures,  $25  15  ;  Iron 

Railing,  Gates,  Locks,  &c.,  $4  25,  . 

30 

00 

Repairs  to  Furnaces,  .... 

16 

15 

Printing  Annual  Report, 

45 

40 

Printing  Circulars  and  Bills,  $13  50; 

Lithographic  Plans,  $15  00, 

28 

50 

Annual  Subscription  to  Philadelphia 

Library  Company,  .... 

5 

00 

Incidental  Expenses,  .... 

38 

76 

Total  expenses  for  the  year. 

$5,891 

01 

To  which  add  the  amount  due  the  Ac- 

counting  Warden,  March  1st,  1869,  . 

1,289 

54 

$7,189  55 


Making  balance  due 
den,  March  1,  1870, 


Accounting  War- 

.  $1,033  92 


THE  SINKING  EUND. 


The  Sinking  Fund  is  intended  for  the  payment 
of  the  Funded  Debt  of  the  Church,  consisting  of 
three  Bonds  of  $500  each,  .  .  \  $1,500  00 

And  a  due  bill  for  ....  ^81  20 


Total,  .  .  .  •  •  $2,181  20 

The  condition  of  this  Fund  at  present  is  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

1869,  March  1.  Balance  on  hand,  .  $1,296  05 
18*70,  Feb’y28.  Amount  received  dur¬ 
ing  the  year,  .  .  425  90 

$1,121  95 

Leaving  still  to  be  raised,  .  .  $459  25 


James  A.  Kirkpatrick, 

Accounting  Warden. 
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In  concluding  this,  my  second  annual  report, 
I  review  the  year  just  past  with  emotions  of 
deep  thankfulness ;  although  I  have  not  been 
free  from  occasional  trials,  and  sad  and  severe 
disappointments  yet  these  have  been  overbal¬ 
anced  by  mercies.  Grod  has  sustained  and 
prospered  us  externally  and  has  not  withheld 
from  us  tokens  of  his  gracious  presence.  For 
the  spirit  of  unity  that  has  prevailed  among 
us,  for  the  liberal  manner  in  which  the  benevo¬ 
lent  operations  of  the  parish  have  been  sus¬ 
tained  and  enlarged,  for  the  earnest  and  wil¬ 
ling  mind  which  has  characterized  the  majority 
of  the  congregation  in  their  efforts  to  aid  the 
Vestry  in  advancing  the  temporal  prosperity 
of  the  Church,  for  increased  efforts  and  success 
in  labors  of  Christian  love,  for  the  accessions  to 
the  Communion  of  our  Church  we  bless  God^s 
holy  name. 

Our  Sunday-schools  have  been  continued 
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with  their  customary  energy  and  success.  It 
is  certainly  a  very  gratifying  and  encouraging 
fact  to  know  that  several  of  the  candidates  in 
our  confirmation  class  were  pupils  in  our  Sun¬ 
day-school.  God  will  honor  His  own  Word; 
His  promise  is  that  it  shall  not  return  to  Him 
void,  but  that  “  it  shall  accomplish  that  which 
He  pleaseth  and  prosper  in  the  end  whereunto 
He  sendeth  it.^'  May  we  all  have  grace  to 
labor  more  earnestly  and  prayerfully  in  this 
department  of  the  Master^s  vineyard,  knowing 
that  in  due  season  we  shall  reap  if  we  faint 
not.  I  cannot  but  feel  that  the  usefulness  of 
our  Sunday-school  would  be  much  increased  if 
we  had  more  male  teachers.  I  have  made  ap¬ 
peals  to  the  Congregation  to  this  end,  but  thus 
far  have  received  no  responses.  I  cannot  un¬ 
derstand  why  it  is  that  in  such  a  large  commu¬ 
nion  as  we  have  there  should  be  so  very  few 
who  are  willing  to  engage  in  this  labor  of  love. 
True,  some  sacrifices  are  involved,  but  they 
will  be  abundantly  rewarded  both  in  this 
world  and  in  that  which  is  to  come.  We  are 
not  our  oAvn,  we  have  been  bought  with  a 
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price — even  the  previous  blood  of  Jesus — and 
it  should  be  our  first  duty  and  greatest  privi¬ 
lege  to  glorify  Him  in  our  bodies  and  souls 
which  are  His.  I  earnestly  hope  that  each 
communicant  member  of  our  Church  will  sin¬ 
cerely  ask  himself  or  herself  the  question, 
“  Lord  what  wilt  Thou  have  me  to  do,^^  with 
reference  to  this  matter  of  becoming  teachers 
in  our  Sunday-school,  where  the  labor  itself  is 
its  own  best  reward.  I  take  this  opportunity 
of  expressing  my  grateful  appreciation  of  the 
unwearied  labors  of  the  teachers  in  our  school. 
There  is  One  who  will  not  forget  your  labor 
that  proceedeth  of  love. 

If  there  is  any  one  thing  that  has  occasioned 
me  sorrow  and  regret,  it  is  the  absence  of  so 
many  of  our  members  from  our  Wednesday 
evening  Lecture.  To  witness  a  marked  im¬ 
provement  in  your  attendance  upon  this  service 
next  season,  would  add  very  greatly  to  the 
satisfaction  and  hopefulness  of  my  ministry.  I 
should  have  greater  confidence  in  your  spiritual 
state  and  in  the  hope  of  rendering  up  the  ac¬ 
count  of  my  stewardship  with  joy  and  not  with 
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grief.  For  beloved,  “We  live  if  ye  stand  fast 
in  the  Lord.^’ 

In  every  annual  report,  losses  must  be  regis¬ 
tered  as  well  as  gains.  Since  our  last  yearly 
record  was  presented,  two  of  our  communicants 
have  been  called  from  the  Church  militant  to 
the  Church  triumphant.  This  assurance  should 
turn  our  sorrow  into  praise;  the  bonds  of 
Christian  fellowship  are  not  broken  by  death; 
the  “  Communion  of  Saints^^  is  not  interrupt¬ 
ed  ;  the  good  examples  of  those  who  have  de¬ 
parted  in  the  true  faith  of  Christas  holy  name 
remain  to  animate  and  strengthen  us :  be  fol¬ 
lowers  of  them  who  through  faith  and  patience 
do  now  inherit  the  promises ;  guard  carefully 
against  self-deception  in  so  all-important  a  mat¬ 
ter  as  your  own  personal  salvation.  There  is 
much  indifference  and  declension  in  the  \^sible 
Church  of  Christ.  Because  iniquity  abounds, 
the  love  of  many  has  waxed  cold.  The  form 
of  godliness  is  often  substituted  for  its  power. 
What  ruinous  folly  if  we  mistake  the  shadow 
for  the  substance.  Melancholy  indeed  is  his 
condition  and  disastrous  is  his  path  who  treads 
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the  way  to  ruin  wrapped  in  the  mantle  of  a 
Christian  profession.  Let  us  examine  our  own 
hearts  to  ascertain  whether  the  effect  of  Chris¬ 
tian  principle  is  consistent  and  uniform.  Does 
it  pervade  our  whole  conduct  and  impart  its 
character  to  all  our  actions.  Are  we  in  the 
family,  in  the  place  of  business,  and  in  the 
view  of  all  men,  those  new  creatures  in  Christ 
Jesus  that  we  profess  to  be?  Let  us  never 
rest  satisfied  with  dubious  or  inoperative  prin¬ 
ciples.  Let  us  be  content  with  nothing  short 
of  their  experienced  and  vital  power.  If  we 
are  conscious  that  we  have  not  hitherto  secured 
in  any  ample  measure  the  result,  whether  of 
our  efforts  or  our  prayers,  let  us  rest  assured 
that  the  fault  is  our  own.  The  Spirit  is  not 
straitened.  We  may  have  been  divided  in 
motive,  intolerant  of  effort,  impatient  of  delay, 
remiss  in  application.  We  may  have  been 
presumptuous,  looking  for  too  immediate  or  too 
palpable  a  result,  or  too  hastily  concluding 
that  the  blessing  was  attained.  We  may  have 
been  despondent.  The  very  sense  of  our  un- 
worth  incss  may  have  enfeebled  our  trust — and 
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ft  US  while  we  dishonored  the  divine  fidelity,, 
we  may  have  impoverished  ourselves.  Let  us 
examine  ourselves,  therefore,  making  it  our 
first  aim  to  discover  and  correct  our  errors. 
Then  let  no  difficulty  appal  us,  and  no  delay 
exhaust  our  hopefulness  and  perseverance,  and 
our  success  is  sure,  for  our  cause  is  mighty, 
our  motives  and  inducements  are  mighty,  and 
great  shall  be  our  reward.  In  answer  to  your 
prayers  and  through  your  faithful  co-operation 
a  double  blessing  may  rest  upon  the  labors  of 
your  pastor  and  our  Church  become  an  honored 
instrumentality  in  advancing  the  glorious  king¬ 
dom  of  Christ.  Commending  you  to  Grod  and 
to  the  word  of  His  grace,  which  is  able  to  build 
you  up  and  to  give  you  an  inheritance  among 
all  them  which  are  sanctified,  I  remain 

Afiectionately,  your  Friend  and  Pastor. 

Charles  E.  Murray. 


✓ 


